trend

Advanced Technology
& Manufacturing Center
may reverse Fall River's
ailing 'gconomlc history

' FALL RIVER — When o legislative
commlites wanted to hold a public
hearing in southeastern Massachusetts
:t manth, they knew exactly where to

A huge cm:'v'd turned out for the
hearing beforn the Leglsluture's Revenue
Enhancemont Committes, for an opporto-
ity 1o let lawmnkers know what they
hink about how tax rates fin
L shold b set.

' It helped that they had an ideal place to
hbld the muu:w; the large conferonce
roam inside the Advancod

Technology &
5 Ing Centor, which offers a
. view of South Watuppa Pond.

. The center officinlly opened In

Swift was on hand, and noticed the superh
wiew from the conference room of the

Watuppa.

“What nn absolutely beautifol loca:
thon,” she anid.

1t°s & project that had o lot of false
starts — and still has n few somi-dark
clouds over it

The center was born out of o tragody.
On Jan. 12, 1567, o catastrophic fire hit the
Rerr Mill complex on Martine Street,
redticing the istorie ballding to rabble, It
wus i ccanomic disaster for 045 workers
employed in varions mmmw-m
reenll enterprises an the
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Evan Watson af Fall River in
Tt b T ek TR e e T P”“:W o Cecie s mmmwum“amcu
mm:mmmww and state Rep. Michael J nndﬂmun

Three major bufldings were destroyed,
Including the No. 1. bullt in 1690 for the
Kerr Thread Co.; No. £ built n 1897 when
the Amerlcan Thread Co. acquired the
M!m Nn.!.admwmnm

1 1807,
M !.mmndhui!. h1ly Teaders

site, and eventually went into an

ment  with the University of
Massachusotts Dartmouth to build &
mmmm

“Thanks to leglslation sponsored by

statn Rop. Robert Corretn, D-Fall River,

Westport, the state agreed to finance the
$14 million center. It was bullt by the
Massachusetts Development Finance
Agency, the state's top economic develop-

mmhmﬂwﬂrm

mju-mm:nm With

of Inbaratories where students and
mmmmhmmﬂ
textiles and other forms of manufacturing.
the center truly bs unigue,
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An additional 200,000 square
feet of property will be available
for a SouthCoast Research and
Technology Park that will
include the Advanced

ATMC:

Center helps diversify local economy

the L to provide $1.7

1897, the L
$14 million in fanding to bulld
Iln center, but then-Gov. Paul

vetoed all but $1 million
af that. Instead, Cellucei autho-
rized the remaining $13 million
it bands.

ing &
conter.
City leaders view the center
as a great engine to help diver-
sify the local economy,
The biggest short-term chal-
lenge for the center is money. In

While
financed the building, UMass
Dartmouth will need to pay $1
milllon a year in rent to help
pay off those bonds.

UMass Dartmouth Chancellor
Jean F. MacCormack had asked

million in funding this year,
including §1 million for the
leasing agreement and the rest
to hire persannel.

Due to the state’s fiscal prob-
Tems and a steep drop in tax rev-
enues, the state budget i
Just $1.1 million for the center.
The has

Correls  and  Rodrigues,
MassDevelopment agreed to put
off two years' worth of rent bms
on the center so the university
will have exira money to operate
the facility,

The plan is to defer the uni-
wversity’s rental agreement to free
up $753, 'Nl lhn wuld otherwise

facing a severe budget shortfall,
which ranges between $2 billlon
and £3 billion. Fiscal 2003 begins
July 1, and it's not clear yet how
much difliculty area lawmakers
will face getting additional
funding for the center.
Still. the fact that the
building & now up and running
is dered a

that this figure doesn't provide
them with enough money to hire
staff.

After negotiations with

1‘||n dlcl:inn Is expected to
prevent the center from expert-
encing any more problems this
year, although the state is still

nchlevement for the region.
‘When the bullding had its
ribbon cutting in Nonn:.hgr.

Michael Hogan noted this signif-
leance.

“This is in fact a very
exciting day for southeastern
Massachusetts, and for those of
us In state government who
want to boost economle develop-
ment,” he said.

“This was not an easy site to
wark on, and was 14 years in the
making.”

To the region’s political
leaders, it was a project well

warth
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An additional 200,000 squire
foot of property will be avallable
for & SouthCoast Research and
Technology Park that will

include the Advanced
Manufacturing & Technology
center.

C!q« leaders view the center
us a great engtlne to help diver-
sify the local economy.

The biggest short-term chal-
lenge for the centor is money. In
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1987, the Legislature authorized

$14 milllon in funding to bulld

the center. but then-Gov. Panl

Cellucel vetoed all but $1 milllon

of that. Instead, Cellucci autho-

rized the remaining $13 million
bands,

in .

While MassDevelopment
financed the bullding. UMass
Dartmouth will need to pay §1
millien a year in rent to help
pay off those bonds.

UMass Dartmouth Chancellor
Jean F. MacCormack had agked

the Legislature to provide $1.7
million in funding this year,
including §1 million for the
leasing agreement and the rest
to hire personmel.

Due to the state’s fiscal prob-
lems and a steep drop in tax rev.
enues, the state budget included
Just $1.1 million for the center.
The has

Correia  and  Rodrigues,
MassDevelopment agreed to put
off two years' worth of rent bills
on the center so the university
will have extra money 1o operate
the feility.

The plan is to defer the uni-
wersity's rental agreement to free
b $753,742 that would otherwise

facing a severe budget shortfall,
which ranges between §2 billion
and $3 billion, Fiscal 2003 begins
July 1, and it's not clear yet how
much difficulty ares lawmakers
will face getting additional
funding for the center,

. the fact that the
buudinl s now up and running

that this figure doesn’t provide
them with enough money to hire

After negotiations with

The decision s expected to
provent the conter from expori-
oncing any more problems this
year, although the state is still

mmmmrmw

When the bullding hld its
vibbon cutting in November,
MassDevelopment President

Michael Hogan noted this signif-

“This is in fact & very
exciting day for southeastern
Massachusetts, and for those of
us in state government who
want to boast economic
ment,” he said.

“This was not an easy site 1o
work on, and was 14 years in the

To the reglon's political
leaders, it was a project well
warth fighting for,




